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Prayers 

We ask you to remember in your prayers this week the worship, work and witness of the 
congregation at Woolaston. 

Circuit Dates, Event & Place: In Brief (further details on each below) 
 

When  Where 

Every Monday in Lent 
12 noon - 1.30pm 

Lent Lunch Quedgeley Methodist Church 

Every Friday in Lent 
from 12noon 

Lent Lunch Winchcombe Methodist Church 

Wednesday 27 Mar 
2.30pm 

Social Get-Together Clements End Methodist Church 

Saturday 30 Mar 
7.30pm 

Stroud Symphony Orchestra Holy Trinity Church, Stroud 

Friday 12 Apr 
7.30pm 

Film for Easter – ‘Mary Magdalene’ Wesley Room, Stroud St Alban’s 
Methodist Church 

Saturday 13 Apr 
10am – 1pm 

Creating Safer Space FOUNDATION 
Course 

Cinderford Methodist Church 

Sunday 14 Apr 
6pm 

Jerusalem Joy Christchurch Abbeydale 

Wednesday 17 Apr 
7.30pm 

‘Jesus My Boy’ Tewkesbury Methodist Church 

Monday 6 May 
11am - 1.30pm 

Bring and Buy Plant Sale Hucclecote Methodist Church 

Saturday 11 May 
9am – 9pm 

Pinpongathon 2019 for Christian Aid Sawyer Hall, Christ Church 
Nailsworth 

Saturday 11 May 
9.30am – 12.30pm 

Creating Safer Space REFRESHER 
Course 

Christchurch Abbeydale 

Saturday 18 May Annual Plant Sale Stroud St Alban’s Methodist 
Church 

Saturday 18 May 
10am – 3.30pm 

District MWiB Quiet Day Churchdown Methodist Church 

Meeting Mondays 
10 Jun – 12 Aug 
7 – 8.30pm 

Holy Habits Study Group Stroud St Alban’s Methodist 
Church 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

The Superintendent’s Lunch Club 
12.30, generally held on a Thursday. All welcome to sit alongside, eat and chat 

 

Thursday 4 April The Belfry, Broad Street, Littledean, Cinderford, GL14 3JS 

Thursday 11 April The Moon Under Water, Cheltenham 

Wednesday 5 June Cirencester Ashcroft Lunch Club, Cirencester Ashcroft Church 

Thursday 20 June The Whitminster Inn, Whitminster 
 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
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News…. 
 
Looking after one another – The safety and security of our faith communities 
Following the recent attack on a mosque in Christchurch, New Zealand, Revd Peter Cheesman, Civil 
Protection Advisor with Gloucestershire Churches Together has provided a copy of the advice from The 
Inter Faith Network UK “Looking after one another’. This document gives practical pointers for responding 
jointly to attacks on places of worship; working for calm in times of tension; and working to build and 
strengthen good inter faith relations. A copy of the booklet is sent with this newsletter, and you can also 
download a copy from the following link www.interfaith.org.uk/resources/publications. 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

“Storytelling” with the Revd Phil Summers 
Phil Summers has offered to lead four one-off sessions on Storytelling on Saturday mornings in different 
venues in our Circuit. The first of these will be at St Alban’s, Stroud on Saturday 30 March from 10 until 
12.30. Others have been planned for 6 April at Churchdown, 11 May at Bethesda, Cheltenham and 18 May 
at Drybrook. Local Preachers and Worship Leaders are especially encouraged to attend one of these 
sessions but knowing that the subject is not exclusively of interest to them, I want to emphasise that 
anyone who wishes to attend will be very welcome to join us. It would help to be aware of how many intend 
to come so please let Russell Buley know beforehand by email: russell.buley@btinternet.com or phone 
01242 244036. 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

Dates for the Diary…. 
 
Lent Lunches 
Every Monday in Lent, 12 noon - 1.30pm 
Quedgeley Methodist Church 
Come and enjoy a friendly chat, homemade soup, crusty bread and a cup of coffee or tea, all for a 
donation. 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

Lent Lunch 
Every Friday in Lent, from 12noon 
Winchcombe Methodist Church 
Come along to our Lent lunch for charity: 22 March – GW Air Ambulance; 29 March – Winchcombe Abbey 
Primary School; 5 April – Christian Aid; 12 April – Children’s Society. Homemade sip, cheese, bread, 
pudding and a hot drink, all for £5, will be served. 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

Social Get-Together 
Wednesday 27 March, 2.30pm 
Clements End Methodist Church 
Come along to our social get-together, a great opportunity to chat with others. Everyone is welcome. 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

Film for Easter – ‘Mary Magdalene’ 
Friday 12 April, 7.30pm 
Wesley Room, Stroud St Alban’s Methodist Church 
On the Friday before Holy Week we will be showing the film ‘Mary Magdalene’ in the Wesley Room. This is 
a film which came out in 2018 and explores the story of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and the events of Holy 
Week from the perspective of Mary Magdalene and stars Rooney Mara, Joaquin Phoenix and Chiwetel 
Ejiofor. We hope it will be a helpful way of preparing ourselves for the Easter experience. Admission free. 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
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Creating Safer Space FOUNDATION Course 
Saturday 13 April, 10am – 1pm 
Cinderford Methodist Church 
If you work with children or young people, or are a pastoral visitor, church steward, Local Preacher / 
Worship Leader, then the Methodist Church states that you should attend Foundation Safeguarding 
Training.  If you have not yet attended a foundation course, then this is for you. 
 
The Creating Safer Space Foundation Module 2016 Edition training will help you: 

• know that safeguarding is everyone's responsibility and integral to being church 

• have a better understanding of good safeguarding practice within the Methodist Church 

• know when to have concerns about the safety and welfare of a child or adult 

• appreciate your responsibility for sharing concerns about a child or adult 

• be aware of who in the church to go to with any concerns 

• recognise potential blocks within the church to responding well 

• be aware of the impact of the Past Cases Review (PCR) findings on good practice. 
 
To book a place, contact Peter Gardner – email peter@familygardner.plus.com 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

Jerusalem Joy 
Sunday 14 April, 6pm 
Christchurch Abbeydale 
Performed by Jubilate and starring Devon Brown as Jesus; soloist in the original musical by Christian Music 
Ministries. 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

‘Jesus My Boy’ 
Wednesday 17 April, 7.30pm 
Tewkesbury Methodist Church 
This one-man, one-act play has previously been performed by Tom Conti in London's West End.  The 
professional performance at Tewkesbury comes to us from the Worcester Repertory Company, based at 
the city's Swan Theatre. This funny and moving play tells the story of Jesus as seen through the eyes of 
Joseph, an ordinary and down-to-earth man. The play will delight both those who hold Christian beliefs and 
those who do not. There will be an opportunity to meet the actor after the performance. Tickets, £8, 
including refreshments. Due to limited seating payment required in advance. Cheques made out to 
Tewkesbury Methodist Church, stating number of tickets required to: Michael Jebson (JMB), Tewkesbury 
Methodist Church, Church Street, Tewkesbury GL20 5PA. Booked tickets will be at the door on the night. 
Enquiries: tel 01684 593465, email michaeljebson@outlook.com. 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

Bring and Buy Plant Sale 
Hucclecote Methodist Church 
Bank Holiday Monday 6 May, 11am - 1.30pm 
Entrance 50p, but free if you bring a plant to sell. We welcome your contributions of unwanted and preloved 
garden equipment. For larger items we may be able to collect. As well as garden tools, garden furniture, 
large flower pots, seeds, canes we will be selling hundreds of plants and shrubs. For more information 
please contact Sue or Andy Woodward 01452-615143 or email: glosearch@hotmail.com. 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

Pinpongathon 2019 for Christian Aid 
Saturday 11 May, 9am – 9pm 
Sawyer Hall, Christ Church Nailsworth 
Following last year’s success we are holding the same event this year. Groups of at least 2 can book a 
one-hour slot. Entry fee per person is a donation to Christian Aid. There will also be a coffee morning, light 
lunch and afternoon tea. So come on all you table tennis players and help raise funds for a worthy cause. 
To book a slot or more information ring Revd Stuart Radford the ‘Ping Pong Priest’ on 07889 138311 or 
email revstuartradford@yahoo.co.uk. 
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☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

Creating Safer Space REFRESHER Course 
Saturday 11 May, 9.30am – 12.30pm 
Christchurch Abbeydale Methodist Church 
If you attended the Foundation Safeguarding Training Course in 2011 – 2014 and you have not yet 
attended a Refresher Course, then this course is for you. The Methodist Church stipulates that all 
volunteers should have safeguarding training every four years. (Ministers and Church Safeguarding Co-
ordinators have a record of those volunteers from each church who have attended Foundation training)  
 
The Creating Safer Space Foundation Module Refresher 2016 Edition training aims to: 

• remind you that safeguarding is everyone's responsibility and integral to being church 

• refresh your understanding of good safeguarding practice within the Methodist Church 

• learn from the Past Cases Review and note the current national context 

• identify how to tackle potential obstacles to responding well within the Church 

• reflect on your responsibility for sharing concerns about a child or vulnerable adult 

• recognise emerging forms of abuse 

• consider the needs of survivors. 
 
To book a place, contact Peter Gardner – email peter@familygardner.plus.com 
 
Please note there is another circuit training morning planned with Revd Phil Summers at Bethesda on this 
day. If you will be attending this, there will be an opportunity to attend another safeguarding refresher 
course in the Cheltenham area at a future date. 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

Annual Plant Sale 
Saturday 18 May 
Stroud St Alban’s Methodist Church 
This year's plant sale for all the avid gardeners amongst you who wish to make plans for planting etc. 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

District MWiB Quiet Day 
Saturday 18 May, 10am – 3.30pm 
Churchdown Methodist Church 
Boots, Bible, Bread – experiencing Emmaus. Led by Anne Browse, former MWiB President, the day is 
‘gender-friendly’ and everyone is welcome! There is no charge for the day, but donations would be 
welcomed. Please email mj.winterbourne@hotmail.co.uk if you would like to attend. 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

Holy Habits Study Group 
Meeting every Monday from 10 June – 12 August, 7 – 8.30pm 
Stroud St Alban’s Methodist Church 
Holy Habits is an initiative to nurture Christian discipleship. It explores Luke’s model of church found in Acts 
2:42-47, identifies ten habits and encourages a way of life forms by them. The study course has been 
developed to help churches explore the habits in a range of contexts and live them out in whole-life, 
missional discipleship. 

 

☆ ☆ ☆ 
 

End 
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